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There  are  occasions,  gentlemen,  when  it  is  proper,- 
when  it  is  profitable,  to  pause  in  the  career  of  hfe,  no^ 
only  to  mark  the  progress  of  things,  but  to  observe  the 
character  of  men,  and  more  especially  of  men  distinguished 
for  eminent  success,  or  signal  failure  that  we  may  imitate 
the  examples  of  the  one,  and  shun  the  misfortunes  of  the 
other.  The  present  is  such  an  occasion ;  and  if  properly 
improved  cannot  fail  to  instruct  as  well  as  to  gratify. 

There  has  recently  appeared  among  us  a  man  so  remark- 
able for  the  character  of  his  mind,  and  for  the  qualities  of 
his  heart,-one  whose  life,  though  short,  was  attended  with 
such  brilliant  displays  of  genius,  with  Buch  distinguished 
success  in  the  s  udy  of  our  profession,  and  the  kindred 
sciences  'hat  to  pass  him  by  without  tracing  the  history 
of  his  career,  and  placing  before  you  the  prominent  traits 
of  his  character  as  exhibited  in  the  important  events  of 
his  life,  would  alike  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  memory 
of  eminent  worth,  and  deprive  you  of  one  of  the  noblest 

l' r£  fo  ZZor  Godman,  whose  death  has  been  an- 
nounced  since  we  last  assembled  within  these  walls. 
"  Ks  remarkable  man  was  born  not  far  from  us  m  a 
nlace  already  renowned  for  having  given  birth  to  an  un- 
Ssual  proportion  of  eminent  men ;  the  city  of  Annapolis. 
Se  metropolis  of  the  ancient  state  of  Maryland. 

But  few  of  the  instances  of  Dr.  Godman's  chi^hood  and 
vouth  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  learned,  how- 
IvPv  that  he  was  early  deprived  of  the  fostering  care 
t^-chtolslrom  pare/tal  Bol-tude  and  affe^^^^^^^^^ 

fUov        hpfore  he  was  a  year  old,  and  his  latner  uiu 
Tt  surv  ve  long     On  the  diath  of  his  mother  he  wa3 
nlaced  under  the  care  of  an  aunt,  then  residing  at  Wil- 
Son,  in  Ihe  state  of  Delaware  ;-a  ady  who,  from  the 
^•nr  tv  of  her  intellect  and  education,  as  well  as  the 

His  alphabet  was  taught  him  upon  the  knee  ot  ftis  gran 
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mother,  and  before  he  was  two  years  old  he  was  able  to 
read  in  the  Psalms. 

At  the  age  of  four  his  aunt  removed  from  Delaware  to 
Chestertown,  upon  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  here 
she  first  placed  the  interesting  orphan  at  school.    He  had 
already  become  the  idol  of  the  family,  but  now  he  mani. 
fested  such  a  precocity  of  intellect,  such  a  fondness  for 
books,  and  an  aptitude  to  learn,  and  withal  evinced  so 
much  sensibility,  frankness,  and  sweetness  of  disposition, 
that  he  gained  the  affection  and  excited  the  admiration 
of  all.    His  reverence  for  truth  was  such,  even  from  hia 
infancy,  that  he  was  never  known  to  equivocate.    At  the 
age  of  six  his  aunt  died,  and  he  was  left  without  any  suit- 
able protector  or  guide,  exposed  to  the  adversities  of  fortune, 
and  the  snares  of  an  unfriendly  world.    It  appears,  how- 
ever, that  the  moral  and  religious  impressions  which  had 
already  been  made  upon  his  mind,  though  obscured  for  a 
time,  were  never  wholly  obliterated.    During  his  last  ill- 
ness  he  was  often  heard  to  speak  in  raptures  of  his  aunt, 
and  say,  "  If  I  have  ever  been  led  to  do  any  good,  it  has 
been  through  the  influence  of  her  example,  instruction,  and 
prayers."    His  father  had  lost  the  greater  part  of  his 
estate  before  his  death,  and  that  which  remained  never 
came  into  the  hands  of  his  children.    Young  Godman, 
therefore,  was  early  taught  to  rely  on  his  own  talents  and 
industry.  In  this  situation  ho  was  indented  an  apprentice 
to  a-  printer  in  the  city  of  Baltimore ;  but  the  occupation 
was  not  congenial  to  his  taste ;  and  after  a  few  years  ho 
left  the  business  in  disgust,  and  at  the  same  time  entered 
as  a  sailor  on  board  the  flotilla,  which  was  then,  the  fall 
of  1814,  stationed  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay.    At  the  close 
of  the  war,  having  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  was  per- 
mitted  to  pursue  the  inclination  of  his  own  mind,  and  he 
immediately  commenced  the  study  of  medicine.    He  first 
placed  himself  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Luckey,  of 
Elizabethtown,  Pennsylvania,  but  soon  removed  to  Balti- 
more,  and  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Davidge,  at  that  time 
professor  of  anatomy  in  the  University  of  Maryland. 

Here  he  pursued  his  studies  with  such  diligence  and 
zeal  as  to  furnish,  even  at  that  early  period,  strong  indi- 
cations  of  his  future  eminence.  So"  indefatigable  was  he 
b  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  that  he  left  no  opportunity 
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Of  advancement  unimproved,  and,  "o^-^J^^;;^^^^^^^^^^^ 
ficiencies  of  his  preparatory  education,  he  pressed  torwara 
wUh  aTLergy  a'nd 'perseverance  that  enabled  hxm  not  only 
to  rival  but  to  surpass  all  his  tellows.  .  .  u„j 

As  an  evidence  of  the  distinguished  attainments  he  had 
made  and  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  abilities,  he  was 
7  called  ?o  the  chair  of  anatomy  in  the  university  some  time 
before  he  graduated,  to  supply  the  place  of  his  preceptor, 
ttwastLenfrom^^^^^^^^^^ 

as  well  as  the  ex  ent  ana  '    ^   professors  of  the 

80  apparent,  that  ^^^^^j^t^^^^'^e  future  period  to  confer 
^r:Z::  ZlX  ltX^^n:   Upon^thls  occasion  a 

Sshed  himself  as  a  P^^^^^^^^^^ 

''^VTlTand  Sitence^^^^  had'distinguished  him 
same  energy  ^  ^^f  tl^^  hours  he  could  spare  to  pro- 
whi  e  a  pupil,  devoting  all  me  n  ^.  ^^^^ 

xnenced  the  study  ot  n  .  ^  ^^^.^^ 

became  so  distinguisneo anau  ^ 

evinced  so  strong  a  passion.  P^^^^^^  those  advan- 

for  the  exercise  of  his  P°-f  ^^^^^J^^^^^^^         his  favourite 

'^^^^uTs^trtredl^^^^^^^^^  ri 

pursuits,  he  removea  anatomy,  which 

more  ample  oPPO?""V'^;°,„j„tion  of  medical  science, 
he  justly  regarded  -^^"^ff^^^.eeHon  by  marriage; 
.  About  this  t^'"^  ^.^^^^^^^^^  his  domestic  happi- 

an  event  which  contributed  equaiiy  marriage 
ness  and  l^erary  adjancement  Soo^^^^^^  ^^S^ 
he  removed  to  Philadelphia,  bu  had  s^^^^^^^^ 

city  when  he  received  ^  P.f  ^^^j^Xa^  ' 
SrSuttrS;:-^^^^^^  Durm/hiswestem 


UEHOIR  OF  DR.  GODMAN. 


tour  he  encountered  difficulties  which  would  have  broken 
down  a  spirit  less  energetic  than  his  own ;  but  he  bore  up 
under  his  accumulated  labours  and  privations  with  unshaken 
firmness  and  steady  perseverance.  He,  however,  remained 
but  one  year,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia ;— and  here 
commenced  that  career  of  research  and  discovery  which 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  eminence. 

More  ambitious  of  fame,  and  more  eager  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge,  than  the  accumulation  of  wealth,  Dr. 
Godman,  on  settling  in  Philadelphia,  rather  retired  from 
the  field  of  practice,  that  he  might  employ  all  his  time,  and 
exert  aU  his  powers,  in  scientific  pursuits.  He  there  found 
himself  at  once  removed  from  the  pitiful  rivalries  and  jea- 
lousies  of  the  profession,  and  placed  in  a  situation  in  which 
he  could  enjoy  the  friendship  without  alarming  the  fears  of 
his  brethren. 

His  main  object  was  to  make  himself  a  thorough  anato- 
mist,  and  to  qualify  himself  for  teaching  the  science.  To 
this  end  he  opened  a  room,  under  the  patronage  of  the  uni- 
versity,  for  giving  private  demonstrations ;  and  the  first 
winter  he  drew  around  him  a  class  of  seventy  students. 
He  now  found  himself  occupying  a  field  which  furnished 
ample  scope  for  the  exertion  of  all  his  powers,  as  well  as 
tor  the  gratification  of  his  highest  ambition ;  and  it  was 
while  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  situa- 
tion,  that  the  foundation  was  laid  of  that  fatal  disease  of 
which  he  died ;  for  so  eager  was  he  to  acquire  knowledge 
himself,  as  well  as  to  impart  it  to  those  around  him,  that 
he  would  not  only  expose  himself  to  the  foul  atmosphere  of 
the  dissecting  room  during  the  whole  day,  but  often  subject 
himself  to  the  severest  toil  for  a  considerable  part  of  the 
mght ;  and  the  moments  which  were  spared  from  his  ana- 
tomical  labours,  instead  of  being  spent  in  relaxation,  or  in 
exercise  m  the  open  air  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  were 
employed  m  composing  papers  for  the  medical  journals,  in 
copying  the  results  of  his  anatomical  and  physiological 
investigations,  in  preparing  parts  of  his  natural  history,  or 
in  carrying  on  other  literary  and  scientific  studies.    It  is 
impossible  that  a  constitution,  naturally  delicate,  could  lone 
exerUon""™^^"'^'^  ""^^"^  ^"""^  strenuous  and  unremitting 

After  Dr.  Godman  had  prosecuted  his  anatomical  studies 
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in  Philadelphia  for  four  or  five  y^-'^^^,^^^^^^^^^^^ 
anatomist  becaine  so  g«°f  J^'j  ^^^sion  were  directed  to 
extended,  that  the  eyes  "f^^^^PJ^'^^^^f      in  1826  he  was 

""'"i  dT  fiu7hrlai  o?  anatomy'  in  Rutger's  Medical 
called  to  fill  V  ^.it    of  New-York.  There 

College,  established  m  the  cuy  01  ^^^^^ 

could  sca^-^ly  h,^.^^^,\7^^3teW.Tr  of  his  reputation  as  a 
estimation  m  which  ^^^.f^'J' 7„tment  to  this  station  ; 
teacher  of  anatomy,  than  his  appomtme  .^^^^ 

T/into  eSence  under  circumstances  of  rivalry 
Tt  d^nd^rthTh^hest  ^^^l^-  —en 

he  never  exhibited  in  j'"       gwht  upon  his 

school,  and  seek  a  'f '°f°JwLt  M« 
reffrei-~}^J'l^'^y%Z:l  ll  mZU  when  he 
J^a^dleSed' ?n  Ge%„to-™.    In  *  place,  and 
K'Sdelphia,  he  spent  tJ-  Y-'t-f^^^^^^^^  disease 
From  the  time  Dr.  Gotoa" 'en  iY,  to  leave  but  little 

too,withallthatardourandenthusiasmwhictiais  „ 

the  more  youthful  part         f^]:^;;- ,  Not  for  the  ac 
But  for  fat  purpose^  d  -  tl^^^^^  ^ 

quisition  of  wealth      th^^^d  not  desire.    It  was,  as  he 

*^ff"T".lvtu;  us  0  the  more  noble  purpose,  the  support 
affectingly  tells  "f,  lor  i  creatures. 

?^e!i»SSLnd^^lSCi:^^^^^^^^ 
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a  Description  of  various  Fasciaa  of  the  Human  Body ;"— . 
"An  Account  of  some  Irregularities  of  Structure  and  Mor. 
bid  Anatomy;" — "Contributions  to  Piiysiological  and  Pa- 
thological  Anatomy;" — "A  System  of  Natural  History  of 
American  Quadrupeds;" — "An  Edition  of  Bell's  Anatomy, 
with  Notes  ;" — "  Rambles  of  a  Naturalist."  Several  arti- 
cles  on  natural  history  for  the  American  Encyclopaedia, 
beside  numerous  papers  which  have  appeared  in  the 
periodical  journals  of  the  day.  At  one  time  he  was  the 
principal  editor  of  the  "  Philadelphia  Journal  of  the  Medi- 
cal and  Physical  Sciences."  Some  time  before  his  death 
he  published  a  volume  of  Addresses  which  he  had  delivered 
on  different  public  occasions. 

Most  of  these  admired  productions  have  been  before  the 
public  for  a  considerable  time ;  have  been  received  with 
high  approbation,  and  several  of  them  been  favourably 
noticed,  and  even  republished  in  foreign  countries. 

Those  of  his  works  which  are  purely  medical  have  been 
read  with  great  interest  by  the  profession,  and  contain 
much  new  and  valuable  information.  His  investigations 
of  the  fasciae  of  the  human  body,  and  his  description  of 
the  intricate  part  of  the  animal  structure,  while  they  dis- 
close  some  important  discoveries  which  he  made,  exhibit 
the  whole  subject  in  a  manner  so  plain  and  simple  as  to 
divest  it  of  its  obscurity,  and  bring  it  to  the  comprehension 
of  the  youngest  student ; — a  subject  which,  till  his  researches 
were  made  known,  was  but  little  understood  even  by  the  best 
anatomists.  His  contributions  also  to  physiological  and  pa- 
thological  anatomy,  though  but  the  scattered  fragments  of 
a  great  work  which  he  had  designed,  contain  discoveries 
and  observations  which  will  be  read  with  the  deepest  inte- 
rest by  the  inquirer  after  truth.  Of  his  works  not  imme- 
diately  connected  with  the  profession,  his  Natural  History 
of  American  Quadrupeds  is  the  most  elaborate,  and  is 
published  in  three  volumes.  This  production  will  long 
remain  a  splendid  monument  of  the  genius  and  industry 
of  its  author,  and  be  regarded  as  a  model  of  composition 
for  works  of  this  description.  It  should  have  a  place  upon 
the  table  of  every  family,  and  be  put  into  the  hands  of  all 
the  youths  of  our  country.  Among  the  latest  productions 
of  his  pen  are  his  essays  entitled,  Rambles  of  a  Naturalist, 
which  were  written  in  the  intervals  of  extreme  pain  and 
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debility.  For  strong,  lively,  and  accurate  d-erip^^^ 

„h,ch  e»™'°;''^^Xn  original  otervatio.,  as  well  as 

-Ztltp^'oU.  he  «a«  .an,  han. 

dred  miles."  Addresses  has  been  greatly  ad- 

•^',\;^reVure  and^  vatd  sentiment  they  contain,  as 
""'n  ffL^.ek  hish-wrought  eloquence,  in  which  respect 
well  as  for  "^^^^j^'l"  g^^sf  compositions  in  our  language, 
they  rank  among  the  nnesiom  F  ^   f  ^^e 

iat  his  published  r^'-k^^^;""  f^'"^^^^^^^  forth 
labours  of  his  pen  ;  and  «^J^^"y  *  ^'^f^^^^^  commence- 
were  only  fragments  «f  ^  great  system. J 

Set  which  he  did  not  Uve  to  accom^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^^.^^^ 

Though  he  wrote  with  g^^^^  jpiduy. 
^vithout  much  care,  yet  all  h  s  ^^^'^J^^  J^^^h  dL«- 

mind  naturally  vigorous,  bold,       ""^^'^  of  them 

posed  to  draw  from  its  own  "^^^^Ve  and  Wty. 
Ire  written  in  a  style  of  p«=^t  elegan^^  an^  y^^^^^^_ 
Dr.  Godman's  intellectual  character  J  .^^.^  fe^. 
dinary.  He  possessed  natural  y,  all  Ae  cha  ^^^^^^^ 
tures  of  a  mind  of  the  highest  order  J^^*"  Y^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
and  enterprising  he  ne^^r^  s^^^^^^  but  rushed  for- 

quences,  so  far  f  ^Jf^f 3,^^^  .vhatever  he  undertook. 

ward  with  ™P/tu?si/y/°  ourooses  seemed  to  be  the 
Great  and  lofty /nte  lec  ual  ^oses 

natural  element  ^  ^^^^  e^cee^        retentive  ; 

quick  and  accurate;       "^""f^c^ity  of  abstracts 
Ini  he  possessed  an  ""f  ^Xcts  and  of  concentrating 
attention  from  s«rro™ding  ob  ect  .  an  ^^^^ 

all  his  powers  upon  the  ^ubj^f     f^'J  P    e  such  effect  to 
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memory  for  the  remarkable  facility  he  possessed  of  ac- 
quiring languages ;  for  although  his  early  education  had 
been  exceedingly  limited,  he  had  acquired  such  a  know, 
ledge  of  the  Latin,  Greek,  French,  German,  Danish, 
Spanish,  and  Italian  languages,  as  to  read  and  translate 
them  with  fluency,  and  to  write  several  of  them  with 
elegance.  His  quick  and  discriminating  powera  of  ob- 
servation naturally  inclined  him  to  notice  the  liabits  and 
economy  of  animals,  and  gave  him  his  taste  for  the  study 
of  natural  history. 

But  the  most  striking  character  of  his  mind  was  un- 
doubtedly  philosophical  imagination.  It  was  this  trait 
which  conferred  upon  him  such  powers  of  description  and 
illustration,  and  imparted  freshness  and  splendour  to  every 
thing  he  touched.  All  his  conceptions  were  strong,  clear, 
and  original,  and  he  possessed  the  power  of  holding  before 
him  whatever  object  engaged  his  attention,  till  all  its  parts 
and  relations  were  brought  to  view.  By  those  who  have 
listened  to  his  extemporaneous  discussions,  it  is  said  that, 
while  he  was  speaking,  a  thousand  images  seemed  to  clus- 
ter around  the  subject,  and  that  he  had  just  time  to  select 
such  as  imparted  beauty,  or  furnished  the  happiest  illus- 
tration  of  the  object  he  wished  to  explain.  Yet,  while  he 
possessed  all  this  richness  and  fertility  of  mind,  taste  and 
judgment  ever  controlled  its  operations. 

He  was  a  laborious  and  untiring  student,  and  possessed 
in  a  high  degree  the  requisites  of  all  true  intellectual 
greatness, — the  habit  of  patient  investigation,  long  con. 
tinued  attention,  and  a  singular  love  of  labour.  "  How 
often,"  says  one,  (to  whom  he  unbosomed  the  secrets  of 
his  heart,)  «  have  I  entreated  him,  while  poring  half  the 
night  over  his  books  and  papers,  which  were  to  yield  him 
nothing  but  empty  honour,— how  often  have  I  begged  him 
to  consider  his  health ;  but  his  ambition  and  thirst  for 
knowledge  were  such  that,  having  commenced  an  investi- 
gation, or  a  language,  no  difficulty  could  stop  him ;  and 
what  he  had  no  time  to  accomplish  in  the  day  he  would 
do  at  night,  instead  of  enjoying  that  rest  of  which  he  stood 
m  so  much  need." 

It  has  been  truly  and  happily  said  by  one  who  knew  him 
mtimately,  that  his  eagerness  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge 
seemed  Uke  the  impulse  of  gnawing  hunger  and  an  un- 
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quenchable  thirst;  which  neither  adversity  nor  diseasB 
could  allay.  Variety  of  occupations  was  the  only  relaxa- 
lion  which  he  sought  for  or  desired.  k  Jo 

He  composed  with  rapidity,  but  not  without  a  high  de- 
gree of  intellectual  excitement,  and  the  most  abstracted 
attention.  Under  such  an  influence  some  of  his  bes^ 
essays  were  sent  to  the  press  as  they  first  came  from 
his  pen,  without  the  smallest  correction. 

Considering  the  defects  of  his  early  education,  bis  ac 
quisitions,  for  his  years,  were  ^«t«"'^ingly  great^^  Indeed 
there  were  but  few  subjects  of  general  hterature  with  which 
he  was  not,  more  or  less,  acquainted.  ^     ,  „„j 

But  it  ;as  his  accurate  knowledge  of  anatomy  and 
physiology,  and  his  uncommon  power  of  teaching  hese 
ESnThef  If  medicine,  which  gave  him  his  ^"hirU?  "  nd 
to  our  regard  as  a  man  of  science ;  and  had  his  lite  and 
heaUh  been  prolonged  so  as  to  have  directed  the  whole 
ene  gy  of  his  mind  to  the  cultivation  of  this  department 
orou^profession,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  would 
have  laid  open  new  sources  of  knowledge,  discovered  new 
laws    and  reduced  to  order  those  scattered  materials 
akeady  known ,  and  that  the  whole  study  would  thus  have 
been  simplified  and  enriched  by  his  labours. 

His  method  of  teaching  anatomy  was  entirely  analyti 
nnl  pnd  in  this  respect,  peculiar,— that  he  performed  all 
huCsekions  fn  the  pr^ce  of  the  class,  demonstrating 
^ie  dSerent  parts  of  the  animal  structure  in  succession, 
as  they  were  Enfolded  by  the  knife.  But  this  method,  how- 
^Lr  weU  suited  to  a  private  class  in  the  dissecting  room, 
rause!t«h  confusion  and  delay  to  be  practised  jvith 
::ccess  while  lecturing  by  one  less  dexterous  and  skilful 

'^^dV  G:£,S'rnanners,  was  plain,  simp^.  and  - 
osteilaTious  ;  ^et  he  possessed  th^t  jnnth  and  aff^^^^^^ 
.hich  rendered  ^-^^^^^^^^ 

unstS,  was  often  brilliant,  and  always  full  of  point 
"Hrr;  particularly  distinguished  for  simplicity  and 
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directness  in  uttering  his  thoughts,  which  always  indi- 
Gated  to  those  he  addressed  the  absence  of  selfishness  and 
concealment.  No  enigmatical  expressions,  no  innuendoes, 
were  ever  heard  from  his  lips.  Dark  and  distant  insinua- 
tions were  his  utter  abhorrence.  In  whatever  he  said,  and 
in  whatever  he  did,  he  put  forth  his  whole  soul.  He  was 
always  cheerful,  and  apparently  happy,  even  amid  the 
deepest  adversity  and  the  keenest  suffering. 

When  we  consider  the  circumstances  under  which  Dr. 
Godman  made  his  way  to  the  profession,  and  afterward 
prosecuted  his  studies,  the  multiplicity  of  objects  which  he 
carried  forward,  and  the  honour  he  conferred  on  every  de- 
partment of  science  which  he  touched ;— when  we  consider 
the  power  of  hi-s  intellect,  the  versatility  of  his  genius,  and 
the  intensity  of  his  application,  we  cannot  but  regard  him 
as  altogether  an  extraordinary  personage, — such  a  one  as 
has  seldom  been  permitted  to  dwell  among  men,  to  share 
their  sympathies,  and  mingle  in  their  elevated  pursuits. 

In  view  of  his  intellectual  character,  I  cannot  withhold 
the  just  and  elegant  tribute  which  fell  from  the  pen  of  that 
distinguished  scholar  and  gentleman,  Robert  Walsh,  Esq., 
at  the  time  of  Dr.  Godman's  decease;  one  who,  above 
most  others,  knew  his  worth. 

"  The  tributes,"  says  he,  "  which  have  been  paid  in  the 
newspapers  to  the  late  Dr.  Godman,  were  especially  due 
to  the  memory  of  a  man  so  variously  gifted  by  nature,  and 
so  nobly  distinguished  by  industry  and  zeal  in  the  acqui- 
sition and  advancement  of  science.  He  did  not  enjoy 
early  opportunities  of  self-improvement,  but  he  cultivated 
his  talents,  as  he  approached  manhood,  with  a  degree  of 
ardour  and  success  which  supplied  all  deficiencies ;  and 
he  finally  became  one  of  the  most  accomplished  general 
scholars  and  linguists,  acute  and  erudite  naturalists,  ready, 
pleasing,  and  instructive  lecturers  and  writers  of  his  coun- 
try and  era.  The  principal  subject  of  his  study  was  ana- 
tomy  in  its  main  branches,  in  which  he  excelled  in  every 
respect.  His  attention  was  much  directed  also  to  phy- 
siology, pathology,  and  natural  history,  with  an  aptitude 
and  efficiency  abundantly  proved  by  the  merits  of  his 
published  works,  which  we  need  not  enumerate. 

"  We  do  not  now  recollect  to  have  known  any  individual 
who  inspired  us  with  more  respect  for  his  intellect  and 
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heart  than  Dr.  Godman ;  to  whom  knowledge  and  disco. 
ve?y  appeared  more  abstractly  precious;  whose  eye  shed 
^orVof  the  lustre  of  generous  and  enlightened  enthusiasm ; 
whose  heart  remained  more  vivid  and  sympathetic  amid 
prof  ss  onal  labour  and  responsibility,  fvays  extreme^ 
Kvere  and  urgent.  Considering  the  decline  of  his  hea  th, 
forTlonc.  period,  and  the  pressure  of  adverse  circum- 
stances which  he  too  frequently  experienced,  he  per- 
formed  prod  gies  as  a  student,  an  author,  and  a  teacher  ;-- 
he  prasecuted  extensive  and  diversified  reseaijhes;  com- 
nosed  superior  disquisitions  and  reviews,  and  large  and 
Sle  volumes  ;  and  in  the  great  number  of  topics 
wS  he  handled  simultaneously,  or  in  immediate  sue- 
wnicn  without  doing  himself  credit, 

Tnd  p^^dudng  some        developement  of  light,  or  happy 

'°?He1iXrdr -years  under  consumption  of  the  lungs ; 

A  .  flrffiillv  the  incurableness  of  his  melancholy  state; 
"  urlnd  aS  w!t li  an  unfeigned  and  beautiful  resigna- 
spoke  ^"J  ^"^^ed  witu  o  j^^^  j^.^  thirty-two 

I  S  I  tlot ine  with  the  love  of  science  and  the  domes- 
rr^ct  nt  the  writings,  and  the  family 

of  iis  victim  of  the  most  exalted  ambition  and  refined  pro- 
pensities  should  be  greatly  and  'yj^e^^^^ff-Br  God- 
^  But  there  remains  another  view  to  be  taken  «t  Ui.  Uod 
fr>  whipb  T  have  made  no  allusion :— I  refer  to  nis 
Z;iLd.S^ious  character;  and  though  to  some  it  may 
moial  ana  lei.  m  occasion,  I  shall  make 

the  model  of  the  l^rencli  na  atheists; 
the  most  distinguished  ot  wliom  ^^^^  ^it-^n,  that 
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laws  which  proclaim  the  existence  and  the  presence  of  an 
almighty  Power,  that  lie  overlooka  and  passes  by  the  evi- 
dences  they  furnish  of  the  existence  of  a  Deity;  and  this, 
often,  under  the  specious,  but  delusive  pretext  of  casting 
off  the  shackles  of  prejudice  and  superstition,  and  of  givin" 
the  reins  to  free,  enlightened,  and  philosophical  inquiry! 
It  was  the  case  with  Dr.  Godman  ;  for  while  assisted  by 
such  lights  as  these,  and  guided  alone  in  his  investigations 
by  perverted  reason,  he  became,  as  he  tells  us,  an  esta- 
bhshed  infidel,  rejecting  revelation,  and  casting  all  the 
evidences  of  an  existing  God  beneath  his  feet. 

It  was  not  till  the  winter  of  1827,  while  engaged  in  his 
course  of  lectures  in  New-York,  that  he  was  arrested  in 
his  career,  and  brought  to  an  experimental  knowledge  of 
the  truth.  At  this  time  an  incident  occurred  which  led  him 
to  a  candid  perusal  of  the  gospels,  as  contained  in  the 
u  T  /  ^^^'^T"*-  I'  a  visit  to  a  deathbed ;  the  death, 
bed  of  a  Christian;  the  deathbed  of  a  student  of  medicine. 
1  here  he  saw  what  reason  could  not  explain,  nor  philoso- 
phy  fathom  He  opened  his  Bible,  and  the  secret  was 
unfolded.  From  this  time  he  became  a  devoted  student 
of  the  Scriptures.  How  far  they  were  made  the  efficient 
cause  of  his  conversion  to  Christianity  will  best  appear 
trom  his  own  eloquent  pen. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  he  addressed  to  a 
medical  fnend  Dr.  Judson,  of  this  city,  a  surgeon  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  who  was  at  that  timf  in  the  last 
stage  of  consumption  : — 

"Germantown,  Dec.  25,  182B. 
In  relation  to  dying,  my  dear  friend,  you  talk  like  a 
^ck  man,  and  just  as  I  used  to  do  when  very  despondent 

ensue  from  a  mere  wearing  out  of  the  machine,  if  not  from 
disease  The  time  when,  makes  no  difference  in  the  act  o^ 
dying  to  the  individual;  for,  after  ail,  it  terminates  in  cor 
poreal  insensibility,  let  the  preceding  anguish  be  neverso 
severe.  Nature  certainly  has  a  strong  abhorrence  to  Ihis 
cessation  of  corporeal  action,  and  all  animals  have  a  dread 
of  death  who  are  conscious  of  its  approach.  A  part  of  our 
dread  of  death  is  purely  physical,  and  is  avoidable  only  by 
a  philosophical  conviction  of  its  necessity;  but  the  greate^ 
part  of  our  dread,  and  the  terrors  with  which  the  avenues 
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„A^A  nrp  from  another,  and  a  more 
to  the  grave  arc  s.™^^^^^^^ 

potent  source.      ^j^^^^^/j^J^ora  to  co^^^^ 
all,'  and  forces  us  by  our         °  J   •  that  we  are 

something  beyond  P^f '^-Jj^^^^tf  but  that  we 

terrified,  not  at  done,  have  not  effected 

have  not  Uved  as  we  ough  to  ^^^  f^'^        ^biUties.  and 
the  good  that  ^vas  wiUun  the  co.npas^^ 
neglected  to  exerc.se      talents  ^^^^^^        ^^^^  ^^^^^ 
est  advantage.    The  only  r^'^f  J  ^     things  in  the 

to  be  sought  by  approaching  the  A"th°J  °t  ^^^^  o,vn 
.ay  prescnbed  by  ^^-^^^^^^1  ^vrl^l  fenial  of  self, 
foolish  imaginations.  ^^"'^'''tToosi  ions  and  an  entire 
subjection  of  evil  tampers  -^^^P^^^Tdir'ection,  are  the 
submission  to  his  will  tor  .     ^        sal  of  the 

best  preparatives  for  such  an  appioad  .    A  P^^^^^ 
gospels,  in  a  spirit  of  real  inquiry,  auer 
let,  will  certainly  teach  the  way.    In  t^e^^^  P^^^  he 

Saviour  1---^^  ^f,^' P^^^S  "^^^^^^^^^  be 
who  runs  may  read.  11^  ^^^  ?;;  j-  (jod  may  be  won ; 
shows  how  the  approval  mature,  and  how 

he  shows  how  awfully  corrupt  is  man  s  na 

Ldly  his  pride  st^t^^^^^^^  con- 
him  to  try  every  subtei  luge  10  avuiii        „„j  r„iiv  But 

Sion  o/his  o'wn  weakness,  ^g«h  ofl^^e  Wr^^^^ 

the  same  blessed  ^-d  has  strip  ed  d^ 

which  brooded  around  the  grave-  anu  j.  ^.^ 

and  have  as  great  an  aversion  to  pries  c  at^  ^^^^ 
entertain.  I  was  once  an  nfijel^  conviction,  pro- 
West  Indies.   I  became  a-  Christmn  k  ^  ^^^^^^ 

duced  by  the  candid  -^^^jXan  be  sfrippld  of  its  ter- 
of  no  other  way  in  which  death  ^^\.^^^^d.  Philosophy  la 
rors;  certainly  none  ^fer  can  be  wish^^^^^ 

a  fool,  and  pride  a  '"^'i'"^":  .^3^"Sg  acted  a  part  all 
is  called  --'^/-^^-^f/^  t  p  deSl  creed,  they  must  die 
their  lives  according  to  tlieir  p 

game.  They  put  on  as  smooth  a  fa^«^^  7  ^  jion ; 
on  the  spectators,  and  die/m/y  ««t  ^'u  ^.^^  ^.^^^ 

the  true  state  of  their  minds  at  the  very 
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out  of  ten,  is  worse  than  the  most  horrible  imaginings  even 
of  hell  itself.  Some  who  have  led  lives  adapted  to  sear  their 
conscience,  and  petrify  all  the  moral  sensibilities,  die  with 
a  kind  of  indifference  similar  to  that  with  which  a  hardened 
convict  submits  to  a  new  infliction  of  disgraceful  punish, 
ment.  But  the  man  who  dies  as  a  man  ought  to  die  is  the 
humble  minded,  believing  Christian ;  one  who  has  tasted 
and  enjoyed  all  the  blessings  of  creation ;  who  has  had  an 
enlightened  view  of  the  wisdom  and  glory  of  his  Creator; 
•who  has  felt  the  vanity  of  merely  worldly  pursuits  and 
motives,  and  been  permitted  to  know  the  mercies  of  a 
blessed  Redeemer  as  he  approaches  the  narrow  house 
appointed  for  all  the  living. 

"  Physical  death  may  cause  his  senses  to  shrink  and  fail 
&t  the  trial ;  but  his  mind,  sustained  by  the  Rock  of  ages,  is 
serene  and  unwavering.  He  relies  not  on  his  own  right- 
eousness,  for  that  would  be  vain ;  but  the  arms  of  mercy 
are  beneath  him— the  ministering  spirits  of  the  Omnipotent 
are  around  him.  He  does  not  die  manfully,  but  he  rests 
in  Jesus;  he  blesses  his  friends,  he  casts  his  hope  on  One 
all  powerful  to  sustain,  and  mighty  to  save ;  then  sleeps  in 
peace.  He  is  dead— but  liveth ;  for  He  who  is  the  resur- 
rection  and  the  life  has  declared,  '  Whoso  believeth  on  me, 
though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live.  And  whosoever 
liveth,  and  believeth  in  me,  shall  never  die.' "    *    *  * 

This  letter,  which  so  truly  contrasts  the  deathbed  scene 
of  the  infidel  with  that  of  the  Christian,  so  beautifully  por- 
trays  the  history  of  the  change  which  had  been  effected  in 
Dr.  Godman's  own  sentiments  and  affections,  and  so  clearly 
points  the  benighted  wanderer  to  the  true  source  of  life  and 
light,  was  not  lost  upon  his  friend  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
It  described  his  condition,  and  it  reached  his  heart. 

Dr.  Judson,  though  religiously  instructed  when  Vounff, 
having  a  pious  clergyman  for  his  father,  and  another  for  his 
elder  brother,  [Dr.  Judson,  the  distinguished  missimarv, 
now  tn  India,]  yet  he  had  long  since  freed  himself  from 
what  he  called  the  prejudices  of  education,  the  shackles 
of  priestcraft,  and  was  ranging  the  fields  of  infidelity.  He 
had  acquired  wealth  and  reputation ;  was  an  estimable  man 
in  all  the  domestic  relations  of  life,  and  a  highly  respected 
member  of  our  profession  ;  but  the  self-denying  doctrines 
ot  the  baviour  were  too  humbling  to  his  proud  spirit,  and 
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he  could  not  submit  to  their  influence     At  the  t^rne  be 

received  Dr.  Godman's  If^er,  however,  he^^^^^^^ 

and  despondent;  !o°Jmg  forward  with  f^^^^^^^^  t  ^.g_ 

to  the  period  of  his  dissolution  jlnch  seeme 

tant.    He  had  no  confidence  but  tha  ot  m       p  ^^^^^^^ 

hope  but  that  of  ceasing  to  be  .^a^^^^^^^ 

of  the  disease  under  which  he     J.ng^^i^i  terrors 

had  long  been  nrnjing  phflosopher- 

with  composure,  ^^J^  ..^^^^^^J  ^e  drew  nearer  to  the  grave, 

««n<ft  manly  firmness :   but,     "e  or      ^        ^nd  he  be- 

T\ttJtT:^^Tl^^^^^  thisnar. 

but  Lw  his  infidelity  began  to  S-'VI/tCe^  birth,  and 
with  -I'citf  e,  "Is  theresucha  th  ^.^^^^^^ 

if  so,  in  what  does  it  consist  ^  consented  to  make 

gospels  for  the  answer.  He  at  1  en g  n  t^^^ 
fhe  investigation  ^'ecommended  by  Dr.  ^o,  ^^^^.^ 
up  theNew  Testamen^,  and  mid  ^t^^^^  Us  doctrines  fast- 
inciuiry.  A  -"v-ction  of  t ^^^.^^ 
ened  upon  him.  He  now  sol.c  relinquish 
of  a  pious  clergyman  .  cherished  without  the 

the  sentiments  which      had  so  long  chensi  ^^.^^ 

clearest  proof;  ^..J^^^'r^^^^re  tn  "h  was  Lhibited  by 
great  acuteness  and       f„  but^h^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^^ 

this  venerable  dmne    f ^  argument  he 

force  and  simplicity,  that  o^  e  skeptical 
could  produce,  and  he  ^^^'^'^.^^^^p  ted  llJit  broke  in  upon 
opinions.  The  clouds  ^^^f,  JV^^^P^^fho  of  the  promises, 
his  mind,  and  he  was  ^J^Jf^*^  ^f^'te^e  devoted  to  fervent 
The  remaining  ^ays  of  his  l.le  y  ^^^ich 
prayer,  and  the  constant  ^^^^y J^^*  ^'^^  enabled  him  to 
Sued  his  soul  with  ^^'^Z.^.'^llZ  C  infinite  merits  of 
rely  with  undoubtmg  eo"7.^"5';,''u/"th  to  cry  "Peace, 

.  tog  period  »f  fffl't^^'jrthe  Christo,  and  more 
a,  »ell  to  the  Pl>''o3opher  as  to  therefore,  pre. 

:rr!K.rJ:raetS:so,ne  or  M,  cor,e.poode.ce 
at  that  period. 
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«  PhUadelpJiia,  Feb.  17,  1829. 
My  Dear  Friend : — Since  my  last  to  you,  my  health 
has  suffered  various  and  most  afflicting  changes.  The  un- 
usual  severity  of  the  weather,  and  other  scarcely  percep- 
tible causes,  induced  an  attack  of  inflammation  in  the 
diseased  lung,  which  in  my  enfeebled  condition  required 
more  of  depletion  and  reduction  of  diet  than  could  be  rea- 
dily borne :  hemorrhage  ensued  on  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
/which  relieved  the  local  affection  considerably,  and  by  the 
aid  of  blistering  frequently,  and  perfect  rest,  I  gradually 
amended.    Still  the  great  suffering  caused  by  the  mental 
and  corporeal  debility  was  beyond  any  thing  ever  before 
experienced  by  me,  even  after  the  active  condition  of  dis- 
ease was  checked.  But  thanks  to  the  mercies  of  Him  who 
is  alone  able  to  save,  the  valley  and  shadow  of  death  were 
stripped  of  their  terrors,  and  the  descent  to  the  grave  was 
smoothed  before  me.  Relying  on  the  mercies  and  infinite 
merits  of  the  Saviour,  had  it  pleased  God  to  call  me  then, 
I  beheve  I  should  have  died  in  a  peaceful,  humble  con- 
fidence.   But  I  have  been  restored  to  a  state  of  compara- 
tive health,  perhaps  nearly  to  the  condition  in  which  I  was 
■when  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Judson ;  and  I  am  again  allowed  to 
think  of  the  education  of  my  children,  and  the  support  of 
my  family.  ***** 

"  Believe  me  truly  your  friend, 

"  Professor  Sewall.  J.  D.  Godman." 

In  answer  to  the  suggestion  which  I  made  to  him  of  the 
propriety  of  leaving  behind  him  a  memoir  of  his  life,  he 
says:  "It  has  long  been  my  intention,  as  my  life  has  been 
a  curious  one,  to  put  a  short  account  of  it  together  for  the 
benefit  of  my  children  and  others."     *      *      *  * 

It  appears,  however,  from  some  lines  which  he  wrote  at 
a  later  period  of  his  life,  that  he  never  accomplished  this 
object;  for  in  a  manuscript  volume  which  he  sent  lo  a 
friend,  and  which  he  intended  to  fill  with  original  pieces 
of  his  own  composition,  he  writes  as  follows  : — 

«  Did  I  not  in  all  things  feel  most  thoroughly  convinced 
that  the  overruling  of  our  plans  by  an  all-wise  Providence 
IS  always  for  good,  I  might  regret  that  a  part  of  my  plan 
cannot  be  executed.  This  was  to  relate  a  few  curious 
incidents  froni  among  the  events  of  my  most  singularly 
guided  life,  which,  in  addition  to  mere  novelty  or  peculiarity 
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Of  Character,  could  not  have  faile^^^^^^^^ 

the  importance  «f  co^^^^^^  the  very 

principles,  and  imbuing  f^^l^fj'^^"  moment  that  the 
earliest  dawn  of  intellect,  <i°"l^^^^Jj£pprr.  May  His 
utter  imbecility  of  infancy  beg">«  to  d'^aPP^^^^^  to  sup- 
holy  will  be  done,  who  can -^^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^  Py 
port  the  truth !  This  is  my  nr  ^^^^^^ 
Token  ;-why  may  it  not  be  the  Uist  .  t^ble. 
believe  me  that  the  J.Slness,  and  per- 
Notwithstanding  the                              it  pleased  him 

version  of  heart  -h\«^\If;„7|tel7^^  hope  in 

to  dash  all  my  idols  in  the     J  Vr^^d  ^.nd  Saviour,  who 

"edSed  me,  I  Wd  •  «.ou  G»d  of  • 
,.?Lr»r  SriJ^!B.f*s„.     respond,  ,.e 
ISLlng  feeling  and  beau.*ln.»- ^  ^3,,. 

tio„  in  sending  "V"  diW'->  """'"i 

moments.    After  »"  >' '  of  meteies  was  pleosed 

conflicts,  to  know  that  abroad  in  his  heart 

to  open  his  eyes  to  the  t™*.  the  Redeemer,  is  to 

fee  and  -'-^^^^fJSt  and  a  causa  of  the 
me  a  source  of ^he  bare  possibility  of  my  havm" 

:rg"Si«df t"oM;: = oTt„'i::d word,  c.n. 

not  express.  examine  his  lungs  after  death. 

» I  am  afraid  you  ^'^^  "^^f^^^X  bo^y  of  any  T^ysicum 
It  is  much  to  be  ^^gretted  that  the  ^   >  ^^^^ 
should  be  interred  Without  exarninatio  ^^^^^^ 
example  to  feir  surviving  fnend^^  ^^^^^.^ 
-o-  grieved  to  thmk  that  «  ^^^^^ 
out  examination,  tlian  lo  » 
open  air  without  the  rites     sep"U^^^^^^^^      ardour  which 

^  That  love  of  science,  that  prote^^  continued 
dictated  the  foregoing  sentiment,  and  wlucn 
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to  burn  with  a  vivid  flame,  it  would  seem  neither  lessened 
the  sensibilities  of  his  heart,  nor  diminished  his  dependence 
upon  his  Saviour.  Indeed  there  was  nothing  of  that  monk- 
ish  austerity,  nothing  of  that  gross  materialism,  in  his 
belief  which  caused  him  to  hover  over  the  gloom  of  the 
grave,  and  to  cling  to  the  crumbling  and  lifeless  tenement 
of  the  soul  after  the  spirit  has  fled.  His  religion  was  too 
spiritual  and  elevated,  his  communion  with  his  Saviour  too 
intimate,  and  his  assurance  of  a  blessed  immortality  too 
strong,  to  permit  him  to  indulge  such  degraded  and  nar- 

row  views.    In  the  same  letter  he  adds :  

« My  health  has  been  in  a  very  poor  condition  since 
my  last  to  you.  My  cough  and  expectoration  have  been 
generally  bad,  and  my  body  is  emaciated  to  a  very  great 
degree.  The  warm  weather  now  appears  to  have  set  in, 
and  possibly  t  may  improve  a  little ;  otherwise  it  will  not 
be  long  before  I  follow  our  lately  departed  friend.  Let  me 
participate  in  the  prayers  you  ofier  for  the  sick  and  afflicted 
and  may  God  grant  me  strength  to  die  to  his  honour  and 
glory,  in  the  hopes  and  constancy  derived  from  the  merits 
and  atonement  of  the  blessed  Saviour.  With  my  best  wishes 
for  your  health  and  prosperity,  I  remain  sincerely  yours, 
"Pkofessor  Sewall.  J.  D.  Godman." 

"  Philadelphia,  Oct.  6,  1629. 
My  Dear  Fnend  .—My  health  is,  as  for  a  considerable 
time  past,  in  a  very  tolerable  condition  ;  that  is,  I  can  sit 
up  a  great  part  of  the  day  writing  or  reading  without 
much  injury.  My  emaciation  is  great,  and,  though  not 
very  rapid,  is  steady;  so  that  the  change  in  my  strength 
takes  place  almost  imperceptibly.  On  the  whole,  though 
J  suffer  greatly,  compared  with  persons  in  health,  yet  so 
gently  have  the  chastenings  of  the  Lord  fallen  upon  me, 
that  I  am  hourly  called  upon  for  thankfulness  and  grati. 
tude  for  his  unfailing  mercies.  Equal  cause  have  I  had 
tor  rejoicing  that  I  have  learned  to  put  my  whole  trust  in 
him  ;  as  he  has  raised  me  up  help  and  friends  in  circum- 
stances  which  seemed  to  render  even  hope  impossible;  and 
has  blessed  me  and  mine  with  peace  and  content  in  the 
midst  of  all  afflictions,  trials,  and  adversity. 

"Knowing  experimentally  the  value  of  implicit  submis- 
sion  of  all  thoughts  and  desires  to  his  most  holy  will,  it  is 
no  small  source  of  distress  to  me  to  see  how  many  of  my 
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n,ost  valued  friends  live  in  the  habitual  neg^^^^^  of  a  happi- 
ness  BO  pure,  so  attainable  f J'-^^^J.^g,  „dent.  were 
""frt  STl  gStwSnot  tfat  cold,  selfish, 
not  bigoted.  In  .^'"^J^lf  out  from  his  confidence 
and  narrow  pnnciple  vvhich  s^uts  ou       .  ^  ^  ^^^^ 

all  not  of  his  own  faith ;  ^    It  was  the  rehgion 

sion  of  a  particular  doctnno  ^^J^^f  ^hensive  as  the 
of  the  heart,  deep,  ^^nff^J^lfthe  humble,  faithful,  and 
charity  of  Heaven ;  «""\racmg  all  the  hum 

really  good  of  ^^-^  ^^^^oTL  aroveSer,  after  speaking 

In  the  concluding  part  ot  tne  aoove  , 
of  the  different  religious  denominations  in  terms  gi 
liberality  and  candour,  ^^J^J^  -^.  .^  to  be  of  one 

mind.    Those  wtio  nd  rj,   t^^ent,  without  obscura- 

truth,  as  set  forth     ^^^^        ^  ^^^^^  ^^^d  to 

tion  of  human  was  Se  sligW  importance; 

SMrfCS  tcH-ons,  hoLver  called.  I  can 
:rw'ays  communicate  advanta.eous^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 


-         „  J.  D.  GoDMAN. 

..Professor  Sewall.  authenticity  of 

which  he  wrote  -.VftL'^^^^^^^^^^  true?    It  is 

..Is  proof  wanting  thatjhese  g   p        ^^^^^  ^^^^.^^ 
only  necessary  for  an  honest  mm^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 
to  be  convinced,    i^veiy  u  narrations  are  not 

simply,  and  "^^o^i^^^f^^^yhh^^/trutrnor  by  parade 

supported  by  '^-f-^l^^tal  s  took 'place  in 

of  witnesses :  the  ciicum^^ani^ 

presence  of  vast  multitudes  and  are  tol  ^^^^^^ 
?ight,  unpretending  man-^^^  been 
forth  innumerable  PO^itive  co  ^^^^  ^^pj 

untrue.    Mysteries  are  stated  ^     '^to  establish 

nation,  because  expZanatton  is  °ot  ne^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 
the  edstence  of  facts,  however  mystmo^^  ^^^^^^ 

attested  by  the  P'^^^/^'^;^,.!  -^^^  "Xc^  the  slightest  work- 
plainest  language  of  nariation  in  w^  8  j^^ity, 

Lg  of  imagination  -n^t  be  ti  ac^  ^^^^ 
this  unaffected  sinceuty,  efficacy  than 

force  than  a  thousand  witnesses, 
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volumes  of  ambitious  effort  to  support  truth  by  dint  of 
argumentation. 

"What  motive  could  the  evangelists  have  to  falsify? 
The  Christian  kingdom  is  not  of  this  uoorld,  nor  in  it. 
Christianity  teaches  disregard  of  its  vanities ;  depreciates 
its  honours  and  enjoyments,  and  sternly  declares  that  none 
can  be  Christians  but  those  who  escape  from  its  vices  and 
allurements.    There  is  no  call  directed  to  ambition, — no 
gratification  proposed  to  vanity : — the  sacrifice  of  self, — 
the  denial  of  all  the  propensities  which  relate  to  the  gratifi. 
cation  of  passion  or  pfide,  with  the  most  humble  depend, 
ence  upon  God,  are  invariably  taught,  and  most  solemnly 
enjoined,  under  penalty  of  the  most  awful  consequences  ! 
Is  it  then  wonderful  that  such  a  system  should  find  revilers  ? 
Is  it  surprising  that  skeptics  should  abound,  when  the 
slightest  allowance  of  belief  would  force  them  to  condemn 
all  their  actions  ?  Or  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  a  purity 
of  life  and  conversation  so  repugnant  to  human  passions, 
and  a  humility  so  offensive  to  human  pride,  should  be  op. 
posed,  rejected,  and  contemned  ?    Such  is  the  true  secret 
of  the  opposition  to  religion, — such  the  cause  inducing  men 
who  lead  unchristian  lives  to  array  the  frailties,  errors, 
\Veakness,  and  vices  of  individuals,  or  sects,  against  Chris- 
tianity,  hoping  to  weaken  or  destroy  the  system  by  ren- 
dering ridiculous  or  contemptible  those  who  profess  to  be 
governed  by  its  influence,  though  their  conduct  shows  them 
to  be  acting  under  an  opposite  spirit. 

"What  is  the  mode  in  which  this  most  extraordinary 
doctrine  of  Christianity  is  to  be  diffused  ?  By  force— tem. 
poral  power — temporal  rewards— earthly  triumphs  ?  None 
of  these.  By  earnest  persuasion — gentle  entreaty — bro. 
therly  love — paternal  remonstrance.  The  dread  resort  of 
threatened  punishment  comes  last — exhibited  in  sorrow, 
not  in  anger;  told  as  a  fearful  truth,  not  denounced  with 
vindictive  exultation ;  while,  to  the  last  moment,  the  beamy 
shield  of  mercy  is  ready  to  be  interposed  for  the  saving  of 
the  endangered. 

"  Human  doctrines  are  wavering  and  mutable  :  the  doc- 
tnnes  of  the  blessed  and  adorable  Jesus,  our  Saviour,  are 
fixed  and  immutable.  The  traditions  of  men  are  diseimilar 
and  inconsistent ;  the  declarations  of  the  gospel  are  bar- 
monious,  not  only  with  each  other,  but  with  the  acknow- 
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ledged  attributes  of  the  Deity,  and  the  well  known  condition 
of  human  nature. 

"  What  do  skeptics  propose  to  give  us  m  exchange  tor 
this  system  of  Christianity,  with  its  'hidden  mysteries,' 
'miracles,'  'signs  and  wonders?'  Doubt,  confusion,  ob- 
scurity, annihilation  !  Life— without  higher  motive  than 
selfishness;— death— without  hope!  Is  it  for  this  that 
their  zeal  is  so  warmly  displayed  in  proselyting?  Is  such 
the  gain  to  accrue  for  the  relinquishment  of  our  souls? 
In  very  deed  this  is  the  utmost  they  have  to  propose, 
and  we  can  only  account  for  their  rancorous  efforts  to 
render  others  like  themselves,  by  reflecting  that  misery 

loves  company."  •    j  r  u- 

In  the  last  letter  which  I  ever  received  from  him  he 
observes  •  "  I  have  just  concluded  the  publication  of  the 
translation  of  Levasseur's  account  of  Lafayette's  progress 
through  the  United  States,  which  will  appear  next  week. 

"  My  health  has  for  the  last  week  or  two  been  very  good, 
for  me;  since,  notwithstanding  my  rather  excessive  apph- 
cation  during  this  time,  I  continue  to  do  well.  My  cough 
and  expectoration  are  sufficiently  troublesome;  but,byhght 
diet,  and  avoiding  all  irritation,  I  have  but  very  little  trou- 
ble  from  night  sweats,  and  generally  sleep  tolerably  well. 
My  emaciation  does  not  appear  to  advance  very  rapidly, 
though  there  is  no  reason  to  beUeve  it  will  cease. 

"  My  time  is  so  exceedingly  occupied  by  the  hterary 
business  I  am  engaged  in,  that  it  is  with  great  difficulty 
that  I  can  attend  to  any  other  affairs.    However,  I  have 
always  intended  to  leave  behind  me  the  sort  of  memoranda 
you  wish  for,  which  my  friends  may  use  at  their  discretion. 
I  have  to-day,  as  above  mentioned,  concluded  one  book, 
which  leaves  me  at  liberty  to  write  some  long  deferred 
letters.    To-morrow  I  must  resume  my  pen  to  complete 
some  articles  of  zoology  for  the  Encyclopedia  Americana, 
now  preparing  in  Boston.   It  shall  be  my  constant  endea- 
^our  to  husband  my  strength  to  the  last ;  and  by  doing  as 
much  as  is  consistent  with  safety  for  the  good  of  my  fellow 
creatures,  endeavour  to  discharge  a  mite  f^t^e  immense 
debt  I  owe  for  the  never  failing  bounties  of  P^o^'dence 

He  did  husband  his  strength,  and  he  toiled  with  his  pen 
almost  to  the  last  hours  of  his  life ;  and  by  thus  doing  has 
furnished  us  with  a  singular  evidence  of  the  possibihty  of 
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uniting  the  highest  attainments  in  science,  and  the  most 
ardent  devotion  to  letters,  with  the  firmest  belief  and  the 
purest  practice  of  the  Christian.  But  the  period  of  his  dis- 
solution  was  not  distant :  the  summons  arrived ;  and  con- 
scious  that  the  messenger  who  had  been  long  in  waiting 
could  not  be  bribed  to  tarry,  he  commended  his  little  family 
in  a  fervent  prayer  to  Him  who  has  promised  to  be  the 
"Father  of  the  fatherless,  and  the  widow's  God ;"  and  then 
with  uplifted  eyes  and  hands,  and  a  face  beaming  with  joy 
and  confidence,  resigned  his  spirit  into  the  arms  of  his  Re- 
deemer, on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  April,  1830,  aged 
thirty-two  years. 

A  friend  who  was  his  constant  companion  during  his 
sickness,  and  witnessed  his  last  moments,  writes  me 
thus  : — 

"You  ask  me  to  give  you  an  account  of  his  last  mo- 
ments :  they  were  such  as  have  robbed  me  of  all  terror  of 
death,  and  will  afford  me  lasting  comfort  through  life. 
The  same  self-composure  and  entire  resignation  which 
were  so  remarkable  through  his  whole  sickness,  supported 
him  to  the  end.  O  it  was  not  death — it  was  a  release 
from  mortal  misery  to  everlasting  happiness !  Such  calm- 
ness when  he  prayed  for  us  all, — such  a  heavenly  compo- 
sure,  even  till  the  breath  left  him,  you  would  have  thought 
he  was  going  only  a  short  journey.  During  the  day  hia 
sufferings  had  been  almost  beyond  enduring.  Frequently 
did  he  pray  that  the  Lord  would  give  him  patience  to  en- 
dure all  till  the  end,  knowing  that  it  could  not  be  many 
hours ;  and  truly  his  prayers  were  heard.  '  Lord  Jesus, 
receive  my  soul,'  were  the  last  words  he  uttered ;  and  hia 
countenance  appeared  as  if  he  had  a  foretaste  of  heaven 
even  before  his  spirit  left  this  world." 

I  might  enlarge,  but  I  forbear.  Allow  me  only  to  add, 
that  there  are  those  who  feel  that  in  the  death  of  Dr. 
Godraan  the  strongest  ties  of  nature  are  torn  asunder. 
While  we  mingle  our  sighs  with  theirs,  let  us  delight  to 
dwell  upon  those  traits,  and  emulate  those  virtues,  which 
we  admired  while  he  lived,  and  which  death  can  never 
efface  from  the  memory. 

I  cannot  place  before  you,  young  gentlemen,  in  this,  the 
commencement  of  your  professional  career,  an  example 
more  worthy  than  the  one  we  have  been  contemplating ; 
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but  I  admonish  you,  while  you  aspire  to  the  honours  he 
achieved,  not  to  forget  to  mark  the  steps  by  which  he 
reached  the  lofty  eminence  on  which  he  stood  Keep 
constantly  before  you  that  t  urst  for  knowledge  that 
ardent  zeal,  that  stability  and  energy  of  V^rpos^'J^^' 
untiring  industry,  that  ceaseless  spirit  of  exertion  ^h  ch 
animated  his  bosom,  and  to  the  last  "'"g^d  hi nj  onward 
and  while  you  regret  that  a  mind  so  active,  ardent,  and 
elevaled  is  no  lon|er  to  impart  its  conceptions  to  others.-- 
that  the  spirit-stirring  voice  which  cheered  the  student, 
and  "uided  his  steps  in  the  paths  of  science.-which  de- 
Ste^d  the  s'iVl,  and  shed  joy  and  gladness  around  the 
omestic  circle,  is  silent     the  grave,-cease  not  ^^^^^^^^^ 
late  the  noble  love  of  truth,  the  simplicity  of  character, 
the  honesty  of  intention,  the  piety  and  «^ 
heart  wlich  lighted  up  his  pathway,  and  stripped  the 
avenue  to  the  grave  of  Us  terrors. 
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Note. — The  rich  imagination  and  decp-toned  enthusiasm  of  Dr. 
Gotlinan  sometimes  burst  forth  in  impassioned  poetry. 

The  following  are  specimens  of  his  composition  of  this  kind, — and 
present  a  picture  of  his  meditations  in  view  of  hia  approaching  dis- 
solution : — 

A  MIDNIGHT  MEDITATION. 

'Ti8  midnight's  solemn  hour !  now  wide  uiifuri'd 

Darkness  expands  lier  mantle  o'er  the  world  ; 

The  fire-fly's  lamp  has  ceased  its  fitful  gleam  ; 

The  cricket's  chirp  is  hush'd;  the  botling  scream 

Of  the  gray  owl  is  still'd  ;  the  lofty  trees 

Scarce  wave  their  summits  to  the  failing  breeze  ; 

All  nature  is  at  rest,  or  seems  to  sleep  ; 

'Tis  thine  alone,  O  man !  to  watch  and  weep ! 

Thine  'tis  to  feel  thy  system's  sad  decay, 

As  flares  the  taper  of  thy  life  away 

Beneath  the  influence  of  fell  disease  ; — 

Thine  'tis  to  know  the  want  of  mental  ease 

Springing  from  memory  of  time  misspent ; 

Of  slighted  blessings  ;  deepest  discontent 

And  riotous  rebellion  'gainst  tlie  laws 

Of  health,  truth,  heaven,  to  win  the  world's  applause ! 

—Such  was  thy  course,  Eugenio,  siich  thy  harden'd  heart. 

Till  mercy  spoke,  and  death  tnisheath'd  the  dart, 

Twang'd  his  unerring  bow,  and  drove  the  steel, 

Too  deep  to  be  withdrawn,  too  wide  the  wound  to  heal: 

Yet  left  of  life  a  feeble,  glimmering  ray, 

Slowly  to  sink  and  gently  ebb  away. 

— And  yet,  how  blest  am  I  ? 

While  myriad  others  lie 

In  agony  of  fever  or  of  pain, 

With  parching  tongue  and  burning  eye, 

Or  fiercely  throbbing  brain; 

My  feeble  frame,  though  spoil'd  of  rest, 

Is  not  of  comfort  dispossess'd. 

My  mind  awake,  looks  up  to  thee. 

Father  of  mercy !  whose  blest  hand  I  see 

In  air  things  acting  for  our  good, 

Ilowc'er  thy  mercies  be  misunderstood. 
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— See  where  the  waning  moon 
Slowly  surmounts  yon  dark  tree  tops, 
Her  light  increases  steadily,  and  soon 
The  solemn  night  her  stole  of  darkness  drops; 
Thus  to  my  sinking  soul  in  hours  of  gloom 
The  cheering  beams  of  hope  resplendent  come, 
Thus  the  thick  clouds  which  sin  and  sorrow  rear 
Are  changed  to  brightness,  or  swift  disappear. 
Hark'  that  shrill  note  proclaims  approaching  day. 
The  distant  east  is  streak'd  with  hues  of  gray  ; 
Faint  wurblings  from  the  neighbounng  groves  arise, 
The  tuneful  tribes  salute  the  brightenmg  skies. 
Peace  breathes  around ;  dim  visions  o'er  me  creep. 
The  weary  night  outwatch'd,  thank  God!  I  too  may 
sleep. 

Lines  written  under  a  feeling  of  the  immediate  approach  of 
.  r  death. 
The  damp's-of  death  are  on  my  brow. 
The  chill  is  in  my  heart,  - 
My  blood  has  almost  ceased  to  flow. 
My  hopes  of  life  depart ; 

The  valley  and  the  shadow  before  me  open  wide  j 

But  thou,  O  Lord !  even  there  mit  be  my  guardian  and  m> 

For  whS"fs%in  if  iho«  art  nigh  its  bitterness  J 
And  where  death's  boasted  victory,  his  last  triumphant  spell? 
O '  slviour,  in  that  hour  when  mortal  strength  is  naught 
When  naTur'e'B  agony  comes  on,and  every  angi.j.h  d  th^^ 
Springs  in  the  breaking  heart  a  «f  darkest  w^ 

Be  nigh  unto  my  soul,  nor  permit  the  floods  o  erflou . 
To  IL !  to  thee  alone,  dare  I  raise  my  dymg  eyes  ; 
Thou  didst  for  all  atone,  by  thy  wondrous  sacrifice 
O '  in  thv  mercy's  richness  extend  thy  smiles  on  me 
And  Je  my  soul  outspeak  thy  praise  throughout  etern,.> 
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